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Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you,  and  for  forwarding 
to  the  County  Council  and  Local  Government  Board,  a  Report 
on  your  District  for  the  year  1896.  I  again  congratulate  you 
on  the  extremely  low  death  rate  for  the  year,  viz.,  12T  per 
thousand.  There  have  been  122  cases  of  infectious  disease 
notified  during  the  year,  against  219  in  the  year  1895.  The 
infectious  cases  have  been  of  a  mild  type  so  have  not  had  a 
material  effect  on  the  death  rate.  12  cases  were  removed  to 
the  Infectious  Hospital.  99  of  the  124  cases  were  Scarlet 
Fever,  14  Typhoid  Fever,  and  3  Diphtheria. 

The  Parish  Councils,  as  Parochial  Committees,  have  taken 
great  interest  in  their  districts,  and  have  worked  in  harmony 
with  the  District  Council,  aiding  in  many  ways  by  their 
knowledge  of  local  requirements  and  conditions. 

There  has  not  been  so  much  constructive  work  executed 
except  where  the  development  of  new  districts  has  required 
sanitary  works  for  the  drainage. 

The  existing  sewers  have  worked  well,  and  wherever  there 
has  been  the  slightest  interference  with  their  working  it  has 
been  immediately  attended  to. 

More  ventilating  shafts  have  been  erected  at  the  terminals 
of  some  sewers,  in  all  cases  acting  as  an  air  scourer  and 
relieving^  the  villages  from  the  disagreeable  smells  which  at 
times  existed.  The  sewers  in  the  whole  district  have  been 
periodically  flushed. 

I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  public  scavenging  contracts 
have  all  been  arranged  to  terminate  with  the  year,  and  so 
avoid  the  slight  confusion  which  resulted  from  their  termin¬ 
ating  at  different  times.  The  scavenging  has  been  satisfactorily 
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done  by  the  contractors  ;  and  I  believe  one  of  the  chief  causes 
of  our  very  low  death  rate  is  the  fact  that  no  night  soil  is 
allowed  to  remain  in  the  populous  places  long  enough  to  be¬ 
come  a  disease  generator,  and  this  has  been  made  possible  by 
the  almost  universal  adoption  of  the  ash-closet  system. 

The  number  of  new  houses  certified  for  habitation  by 
the  Surveyor  is  85,  and  on  that  I  base  the  increase  of  the 
population.  This  basis  may  be  slightly  falacious  for  this 
reason  that  work  in  the  district  has  been  very  brisk,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  that  there  are  many  more  lodgers  in  the  man¬ 
ufacturing  parts  of  the  district  than  there  were  in  1894  or 
1895.  1  estimate  the  population  at  13,200  against  12,670  in 

1895. 

Nearly  all  the  Cowsheds  have  been  constructed  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  your  Dairy  and  Cowshed  Bye-laws,  and 
are  registered.  The  working  of  these  Bye-laws  has  had  a 
very  beneficial  effect  in  the  housing  of  the  cattle,  and  1  hope 
may  have  a  tendency  to  decrease  the  large  amount  of  tuber¬ 
culous  disease  that  exists  in  dairy  cattle. 

The  water  supply  of  the  district  has  been  satisfactory  and 
not  affected  by  the  drought.  The  different  village  pumps 
have  worked  well.  A  new  well  pump  has  been  sunk  at  Thorpe 
to  remove  the  water  supply  above  the  suspicion  Avhich  existed 
regarding  the  old  supply.  The  supply  from  the  Stockton  and 
Middlesbrough  Company  has  been  good,  plentiful,  and  free 
from  any  disease  bearing  germ.  The  guarantee  of  the 
Egglescliffe  supply  is  almost  met  by  the  water  rents ;  and  at 
Billingham  the  guarantee  will  now  almost  be  free  from  cost 
on  the  rates  on  account  of  the  North-Eastern  Bail  way  taking 
the  water  for  engines  and  Station,  and  the  increase  of  house¬ 
holders  laying  it  on  to  their  premises. 

The  arrangement  for  the  treatment  of  infectious  cases  in 
the  Stockton  Hospital  has  been  perfectly  satisfactory,  and  the 
patients  have  all  expressed  themselves  as  extremely  pleased 
with  the  kindness  and  treatment  received  there. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  district  was  160, 
against  210  in  1895,  and  154  in  1894.  Eight  deaths  were 
registered  in  other  districts  belonging  to  your  area,  and  three 
deaths  were  registered  in  this  district  belonging  to  other 

districts, 
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The  annual  death  rate  is  12-1  per  thousand,  which  I  look 
upon  as  extremely  satisfactory.  The  number  of  deaths  under 
one  year  of  age  was  43,  compared  with  57  in  1 894.  The 
infantile  death  rate  in  the  township  of  Billingham  still  remains 
very  high — 20,  out  of  a  total  of  46,  in  children  under  one 
year.  A  large  number  of  them  are  in  very  young  cliildren, 
and  certified  as  either  “  Premature  P)irth  ”  or  “  lOebility  from 
Birth." 

The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  deatlis  in  children 

O 


under  five  years 

of  age,  and 

})erceiitage  on 

the  whole  of 

the  deaths  in  the  different  townships  : — 

l nfants 

Rate 

Deaths. 

under  five. 

per  cent. 

Norton  ... 

...  50 

13 

26- 

Billingham 

...  46 

28 

60-8 

COWPEN  ... 

...  21 

9 

42-8 

Wolviston 

6 

0 

0 

W  HITTON 

...  12  . 

5 

41-6 

Egglescliffe 

6 

0 

0 

Agricultural 

...  19 

7 

oc 

The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  356, 
or  196  more  than  the  deaths,  the  birth  rate  being  26  per 
thousand. 

Scarlatina. — This  disease  has  been  in  the  district  during 
the  whole  of  the  year,  and  in  some  of  the  villages  e])idemic, 
as  at  Haverton  Hill  in  the  spring,  and  Norton  during  the 
summer.  99  cases  were  notified  during  the  year — 4  of  these 
died.  It  was  extremely  difficult  to  discover  the  source  of  the 
infection  in  many  cases,  but  the  disease  was  principally  spread 
by  very  mild  cases  not  having  been  observed  by  the  relations, 
and  allowed  to  go  to  school  or  associate  with  other  children. 
The  character  of  the  epidemic  was  of  an  extremely  mild  type. 
Ten  of  the  cases  were  removed  to  Hospital. 

Diphtheria. — Three  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  one  of 
Membranous  Croup  were  notified  during  the  year.  The  Mem¬ 
branous  Croup  was  at  Longnewton,  and  I  attributed  it  to  a 
collection  of  manure  close  to  the  house.  The  other  three  cases 
occurred  in  Norton — one  in  a  country  house,  but  she  had  just 
come  there,  so  must  have  brought  the  disease  with  her.  One 
in  Grange  Terrace,  no  assignable  cause ;  and  one  at  Edgar 
Terrace,  no  assignable  cause. 
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Typhoid  Fever. — 14  cases  were  notified  during  the  year, 
all  isolated  cases  with  no  apparent  cause,  and  nothing  in  the 
cases  to  show  a  common  origin.  Three  cases  at  Hartburn,  in 
October,  were  caused  by  the  housing  of  a  large  number  of 
pigs  close  to  the  houses,  producing  a  most  unsanitary  con¬ 
dition.  One  death  was  caused  by  this  disease. 

Typhus  Fever  and  Smallpox. — No  cases. 

Whooping  Cough  was  prevalent  all  over  the  district 
during  the  year.  In  the  spring  in  the  Eastern  portion,  and 
in  the  summer  and  autumn  in  the  Western  and  Central  parts 
of  the  district.  It  was  the  cause  of  five  deaths  in  children 
under  five  years  of  age. 

Measles  were  present  in  different  parts  of  the  district  at 
different  times,  but  never  became  virulent.  They  did  not  cause 
any  deaths.  A  good  many  cases  at  Norton,  in  December,  were 
contracted  at  one  of  the  Schools,  and  were  of  a  severe  type. 

Influenza.— There  were  supposed  to  be  some  cases  in 
the  winter,  but  all  the  cases  I  saw  were  of  the  Catarrhal  kind 
and  not  the  Russian. 

NORTON. 

Census  population,  3789;  estimated  population,  4200. 
Births,  101;  deaths,  50;  annual  death  rate,  ll'O. 

Scarlatina  was  prevalent  during  the  year — 42  cases  being 
notified  and  one  death.  Three  cases  of  Diphtheria,  previously 
alluded  to,  one  case  of  Typhoid  and  one  of  Continued  Fever. 
I  am  extremely  pleased  to  note  the  great  diminution  of 
Typhoid  Fever  in  the  village,  undoubtedly  due  to  the  better 
scavenging  and  drainage  and  the  making  of  the  streets.  Some 
of  the  streets  still  require  to  be  made,  and  your  Council  are 
taking  the  necessary  steps  to  have  this  work  done.  The  sewers 
have  acted  well,  and  where  anything  has  been  faulty  your 
officials  have  at  once  had  it  attended  to.  Some  additional 
shafts  for  ventilating  the  sewers  have  been  erected.  A  bound¬ 
ary  wall  has  been  erected  round  the  settling  tanks. 

The  streets  have  been  kept  clean,  and  additional  lamps 
erected  where  necessary. 

Lamps  have  been  placed  the  whole  distance  between 
Norton  and  Billingham  by  the  two  townships. 

The  scavenging  has  been  fairly  well  done  by  the 

contractor. 
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BILLINGHAM  (including  haverton  hill.) 

Census  population,  2049;  estimated  jiopulation,  3000. 
Births,  103;  deaths,  40;  annual  death  rate,  15-3. 

28  out  of  the  46  deaths  were  in  children  under  five  years 
of  age,  and  I  note  in  the  Registrar’s  Returns  that  a  large 
number  of  these  are  either  prematurely  horn  or  from 
JJehility  from  birth.”  The  infantile  death  rate  is  still  very 
much  higher  than  it  should  be. 

Tlie  existing  sewers  have  acted  well,  but  have  needed 
fre(iuent  flushings  owing  to  their  small  gradients,  and  shafts 
have  been  erected  in  some  of  them.  Two  new  outlets  have 
been  got  through  the  river  foreshore,  one  near  the  Tees  Salt 
Works,  and  one  near  the  Alkali  Company’s  Works,  midway 
between  Haverton  Hill  and  Port  Clarence.  The  Council  will 
have,  when  these  works  are  completed,  six  outlets  into  tlie 
Tees  between  Billingham  Landing  and  Port  Clarence.  These 
should  be  sufficient  to  drain  this  district  for  many  years  to 
come. 

The  water  supply  to  the  village  of  Billingham  has  now 
almost  become  of  the  Stockton  and  Middlesbrough  Company’s 
water,  and  the  use  of  the  pumps  is  superseded.  I  expect  that 
such  a  sufficient  supply  will  add  to  the  health  of  people  by 
cleanliness,  and  to  the  purity  of  the  drains  by  the  extra  flow 
through  them.  Haverton  Hill  is  supplied  by  the  Stockton 
and  jMiddlesbrough  Water  Company. 

The  village  of  Billingham  is  now  satisfactorily  lighted, 
but  at  Haverton  Hill  the  lighting  of  the  streets  is  no? com¬ 
plete  ,  and  I  hope  that  next  year  I  will  be  able  to  report  a 
more  satisfactory  source  than  the  oil  lamps  at  present  used. 

The  scavenging  of  the  two  villages  has  been  satisfactory. 
Haverton  Hill  has  had  supplied  by  our  Council  a  scavengin^r 
cart,  so  that  most  of  the  nightsoil  will  now  be  thrown  direct 
into  the  cart  instead  of  first  being  deposited  on  the  streets. 

The  streets  have  been  kept  clean,  and  the  two  villao'es 
have  a  cared-for  look.  ° 


Seven  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  have  been  notified,  all  iso¬ 
lated,  and  no  apparent  cause.  34  cases  of  a  very  mild  type 
of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified. 
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COWPEN  BEWLEY  (including  port  clarence.) 

Census  population,  1057 ;  estimated  population,  1066. 
Births,  39  ;  deaths,  21  ;  annual  death  rate,  20. 

Three  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  two  of  Typhoid^  have 
been  notified  in  this  township,  causing  no  deaths.  Nine  of 
the  deaths  were  in  children  under  five  years  of  age. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  Port  Clarence^  has  been  ^ood  ; 
the  scavenging  well  done,  and  the  sewers  acting  well.  Y'ater 
supply  as  before. 

The  village  of  Cowpen  Bewley  has  been  healthy  during 
the  vear  5  well  supplied  by  the  pumps,  and  v  eil  drained. 

A  new  drain  for  storm  water,  to  remedy  the  flooding,  has 
been  made. 

WOLVISTON. 

Census  population,  585 ;  estimated  population,  610.  Births, 
16  ;  deaths,  6  ;  annual  death  rate,  9-4. 

Except  for  an  outbreak  of  mild  Scarlatina,  the  village  has 

been  very  healthy.  The  drains  were  examined  and  found 

right.  More  shafts  were  erected  to  cleanse  the  sewers 

by  fresh  air  and  do  away  with  the  smells  from  the  grates. 

«.< 

The  outlet  of  the  sewer  was  foul  during  the  summer,  but 
the  rain  remedied  it.  I  fear  this  will  be  liable  to  periodically 
become  a  nuisance ;  at  present  I  don’t  see  my  way  to  recom¬ 
mend  works  of  such  extent  and  expense  to  abate  it. 

The  pumps  have  amply  supplied  the  wants  of  the  people. 

WHITTON. 

Census  population,  1081  ;  estimated  population,  1091, 
Births,  28  ;  deaths,  12  ;  annual  death  rate,  11. 

Three  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  have  been  notified  in  this 
township,  causing  no  deaths. 

The  back  of  Morrison  Street  has  been  paved. 

Dr.  Hill  visited  Carlton  Ironworks  during  the  autumn, 
and  suggested  certain  sanitary  improvements,  which  your 
Authorhy  will  do  their  utmost  to  get  carried  out ;  and  I  hope 
next  year  to  report  this  has  been  done. 

The  water  supply  has  been  satisfactory,  and  the  scaven- 
o'ino’  well  done.  The  village  of  AVhitton  has  been  healthy. 

&  O  o 
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EGGLESCLIFFE. 

Census  population,  791 ;  estimated  population,  1080. 
Births,  23  ;  deaths,  6  ;  annual  death  rate,  5-6. 

This  village  has  an  exceptionally  low  death  rate.  Two 
cases  of  Scarlatina  were  notified  at  the  Junction  ;  otherwise 
it  was  very  free  from  infectious  disease. 

The  outfall  sewer  in  the  old  village  has  been  covered  in, 
and  shafts  erected  where  thought  necessary. 

The  water  is  Stockton  and  Middlesbrough. 

I  would  draw  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  the  necessitv 
of  lighting  this  village,  it  has  now  a  large  population;  and  I 
arn  sure  that  the  expense  of  lamps  would  easily  be  borne  by 
this  lowly-rated  population. 

The  scavenging  has  been  satisfactory. 

AGRICULTURAL. 

Census  population,  2018;  estimated  population,  2153. 
Births,  46  ;  deaths,  19  ;  annual  death  rate,  8'8. 

The  death  rate  in  this  rural  area  has  been  satisfactory ; 
and  it  has  been  comparatively  free  from  infectious  disease — 
only  ten  cases  of  Scarlatina  and  three  of  Typhoid.  The  bulk 
of^  the  Scarlatina  cases  were  at  Elton,  and  spread  from  a  very 
mild  case. 

The  pumps  have  all  acted  well  in  the  different  villages. 
The  Longnewton  sewer  has  been  extended.  A  new  well  has 
been  sunk  at  Thorpe  Thewles. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  townships  included  in  this 
area  is  good. 

O 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Gentlemen, 

Tour  obedient  Servant, 

J.  W.  BLANDFORI), 

Medical  Officer  of  Ilecdth. 


(A)  TABLE  OE  DEATHS  during  the  Year  1896,  in  the 

to  Diseases,  Ai 


Names  of  Localities  adopted  for  the 
purpose  of  those  Statistics ;  public  institutions 
being  shown  as  separate  localities. 

(Columns  for  Population  and  Births  are 
in  Table  B.) 

(a) 

Mortality  from  all  Causes  at  subjoined  Ages. 

<D 

ho 

< 

c3 

<J 

(b) 

U 

D 

f.1 

P 

P 

(C) 

<D 

1-H  C3 

P 

o3 

(d) 

U 

P 

P 

P 

(e) 

Q  15 

O  and  under  25. 

o’ 

CO 

U 

(D 

o  ^ 
cs  p 
p 

Tj 

P 

(g) 

65 

-2  and  upwards. 

{i) 

Norton  . 

50 

11 

2 

1 

1 

16 

19 

Under  5  j 

5  upwds.  1 

Billingham  . 

46 

20 

8 

2 

2 

10 

4 

Under  5  j 

5  upwds.  I 

COWPEN  . 

21 

5 

4 

3 

1 

8 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

WOLVISTON . 

6 

1 

3 

2 

Under  5  j 

5  upwds.  j 

WlIITTON . 

12 

3 

2 

2 

4 

1 

Under  5  j 

5  upwds.  j 

Egglescliffe . 

6 

1 

3 

2 

Under  5  j 

5  upwds.ij 

Agricultural . 

19 

4 

3 

1 

6 

5 

Under  5  ^  j 

5  upwdsijl 

Under  5  j 

5  upwds.  1 

Under  5  |  j 

5  upwds.  II 

Under  5  j 

5  upwds.  1 

Under  5  || 

5  upwds.jjj 

Under  5  ll 

5  upwds.  ll 

Under  5  U 

5  upwds.  1 

Totals 

160 

43 

19 

8 

9 

50 

33 

Under  5*5 

5  upwds.A 

- r 

The  subjoined  numbers  have  also  to  be  taken  in 

Deaths  occurring  outside  the  district 
among  persons  belonging  thereto. 

8 

1 

3 

4 

Under  5 

5  upwdsj 

Deaths  occurring  within  the  district! 
among  persons  not  belonging  1 

thereto  .  j 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Under  5 

5  upwds.  J 
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DISTEICT  COUNCIL  OF  STOCKTON;  classified  according 
nd  Localities, 


ly  from  sulojoined  causes,  distinguisliiiig  Deatlis  of  Children  under  Five  Years  of  Age. 

,'l  _ _ _ 

Total. j 

22 

. 

1  ■ 

U  j 

a 

Q 

s' 

EC 

0 

O  . 

2  ° 
SO 

O 

sH 

4 

Fevers. 

g  Cholera. 

|i;  Erysipelas. 

g  Measles. 

bC  1 

Sa  1 
a  sc 

2 

O  o 
3o 

^  . 

c 

13 

3  1 

5  !:A 

'  r3  ^ 

.  1  CC  2  CO 

CO  T?  ^  'r*  ._  fl-i 

g  Influenza. 

t 

“fed 

03 

0 

a 

H 

5 

o  'd 

6 

^Continued 

tlD 

.9 

’ec 

a 

% 

Ph 

8 

S-i 

(D 

& 

03 

3 

a 

9 

SS 

CD 

?H  EC  I 

Sq 

14 

c3  ^ 

g> 

Q 

2 

15 

.“  ■ 

rS 

+3 

a 

16 

^  o  ' 

3 

0  3  a  h 

°  ®  r-l  ^ 
§ 

17 

H  “ 

“  .2 

18 

•  rH 

^  1 
•r— ^ 

a 

20 

'S  s 

o  ® 

_j  •f— i 

21 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

11 

13 

1 

1 

1  1 

1 

3 

3 

6 

1  1 

22 

■ 

1 
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28 
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1 

3 
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' 
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1 
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I  'Duiit  in  judging  of  the  above  records  of  mortality.  | 
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1  1 

2 

1 
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(B)  Table  of  POPULATION,  BIRTHS,  and  of  NEW  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS; 

1896,  in  the  Rural  District  Councii  of  Stoc* 


Population 
at  all  Ages. 

New  Casa 
knot 

Names  op  Localities  adopted  for 
the  purpose  of  these  Statistics;  Public 
Institutions  being  shown  as  separate 
localities. 

Census, 

1891. 

Estima¬ 
ted  to 
middle 
of 

1896. 

Registered 

Births. 

Aged  under  ; 

or  over  5. 

Smallpox. 

Scarlatina. 

Diphtheria. 

(a  ) 

Cb) 

r  cj 

(d) 

(  e) 

1 

2 

3 

Norton  . 

3789 

4200 

101 

Under  5 

12 

1 

5  upwds. 

30 

1 

2 

Billingham  . 

2649 

3000 

103 

Under  5 

11 

5  upwds. 

23 

COWPEN  . 

1057 

1066 

39 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

O 

o 

WOLVISTON . 

585 

610 

16 

Under  5 

1 

1 

5  upwds. 

6 

WlIITTON . 

1081 

1091 

28 

Under  5 

1 

1 

5  upwds. 

1 

EGGLESCLIFP’E . 

791 

1080 

23 

1 

Under  5 

...Ji 

5  upwds. 

2 

Agricultural . 

2018 

'2153 

46 

Under  5 

1 

5  upwds. 

1 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

Totals 

11970 

13200 

356 

Under  5 

25 

1 

5  upwds. 

74 

2 

state  here  whether  “  Notification  of  Infectious  Disease  ”  is  compulsory  in  the  ] 
the  columns  with  blank  headings  the  names  of  any  that  are  notifiable  in  the  Dist 
the  sick  of  the  District — Stockton  Sanatorium.  Mark  (H)  the  Locality  is  which  sue 


coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Oicer  of  Health,  during  the  year 
iifled  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 


-in  each  Locality  coining  to  the 
'.Medical  Ofidcer  of  Health. 

Number  of  such  Cases  Removed  from  their  Homes  in  the  several 
Localities  for  Treatment  in  Isolation  Hospital. 

He 

i - 

Jo  .^3 
B'o 

is .a 

P. 

6 

<1 

^  Continued. 

CO 

c 

‘m 

p- 

'3 

pH 

8 

C3 

•D 

& 

s 

p 

Pm 

9 

g  Cholera. 

Ill  Erysipelas. 

12 

13 

Smallpox. 

Scarlatina. 

Diphfheria. 

Membranous 

^  Croup. 

Typhus. 

Enteric  or 

Typhoid.  ^ 

CD 

y-ers. 

<B 

•S 

a 

o 

O 

7 

th 

p 

*«: 

PM 

"o 

Ph 

8 

<D 

PM 

(D 

P 

PM 

9 

g  Cholera. 

P  Erysipelas. 

12 

13 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

~5 

1 

7 

1 

2 

1 

1 

O 

i 

1 

i 

1  .  .  •  • 

1 

r 

1 

1 

j 

1  r- 

1 

... 

:■ 

1 

... 

! 

— 

— 

1 

1 

t  » 

1 

1 

4 

1 

13 

2 

2 

6 

1 

<3S.  Since  when? — Passing  of  Act.  Besides  the  above-mentioned  I^eases,  insert  in 
ill  the  columns  accordingly.  State  here  the  name  of  the  Isolation  Hospital  used  by 
i  in  situated  ;  and  if  not  within  the  District,  state  where  it  is  situated  Stockton. 
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